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to kill the neighbors were very much afraid that unless she sent the girls

away that they would be killed, too. She did not know what to do. She finally

hit upon a plan. She sat and wrote in her beautiful German hand(from having

lived in Berlin for many year; speaking German with a Berlin accent, she wu$oHe®

wrct:'; lelceg)requesting the papers of her sister-in-law. She them went

to the Gestapo headquarters and, walking inb; very elegant and confident

manner, she entered the Gestapo chief's office and sat down and slipped ten

gold coins in his hand and the hand of his assistant and started talking

about things in general. They told her that soon the Brochnia ghetto was

going to be liquidated. The Jews were all going to be kaput, and they laughed,

and they told her that only those with foreign passports and papers would

be saved. They would be sent to Bergen Belsen to be exchanged for German

prisoners in Allied countries. She thanked them for the information. She

started to leave when, all of a sudden, she said, "Oh, I have this letter.

Would you please send it on?" They went back to the office, read.the letters,

put the seals on it, and waved goodbye to her. She then went back to her

meager miserable room and waited for a few days. Sure enough, in a few days

the papers appeared. She slipped another ten gold pieces into the hand of

the chief and his assistant and had her sister-in-law's papers. Now she

was faced with a terrible decision. What should she do? Should she keep

her own papers which were for Paraguay which she had for her two children

and herself, or should she use the papers of her sister-in-law, Miriam?

Miriam was older than she was, and older Jewish women in the ghetto were ner
s irente.

a gabeab¥e commodity. Older Jewish women were quickly liquidated. Not omly

that, the picture did not look anything like her. What's more, her boys

were younger than Miriam's boys. Of course, they did had Leah and Brasha's

names on these papers. She did not know what to do. Should she take the

papers from Paraguay and save herself and her sons, or should she take the

papers from Israel because her sister-in-law, Miriam, had lived in Israel
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for awhile and had become a British subject? Should she use the papers from

Israel, or should she use the papers from Paraguay? She debated back and

forth. She asked advice, but no one would tell her what to do. Finally
Bofoves- ) i 3

she contacted the rebbe and asked his advice. He said, "G-d is everywhere.

G-d is in Paraguay. G-d is in Brochnia. G-d is in Eretz Yisrael, but in

this instance you should use the papers from Eretz Yisrael." This she did.

She began to pass as her sister-in-law, Miriam. She threw away the other

papers. In August of 1943 she was sent with the other foreign nationals

to Bergen Belsen. In September of 1943 they liquidated the Brochnia ghetto.

As the British army was approaching Bergen Belsen to liberate it, the Nazis

herded all the Jews with foreign passports into boxcars and sent them into

the woods to be shot. Luckily, the American army broke through faster than

anticipated and saved them.

This is commitment, commitment to your family, not just your nuclear family
but your total family, commitment to the Jewish people, a commitment to G-d.

o o . | e densl
This is the kind of commitment we all need if Judaism is to survive, if people

B e . gl ove. apiwsy to hewe. et
ame going to be here in future gememasions to help we, if Mm
to-be—here—sn-future—genitatione to say kaddish for us, if the genes that

we hold today are not just going to be passed but are going to be passed

on with a Jewish character. If we are to survive as a people we are going

to need not only genetic material. We are going to need families. We are
going to need people committed to Jewish values. It is only because of these
Jewish values that we have survived as Jews. May our families continue to
be strong, and may they become strengthened and not weakened in the éoming

years so that Judaism will survive.
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In a few moments we will be saying yizkor. We remember those who went
before us, those who influenced us, those who touched our lives. It is
appropriate that we remember them on Pesach because Pesach is a family
holiday. Pesach is a holiday in which we gather together as families.

It is appropriate that we remember those who gave us so much, gemetically
their heirs. We carry their genes within us. We all know that in life

we are molded and shaped by those who came before us and not just in a
genetic way. They have done studies with identical twins and found that
identical twins separated from birth have a great resemblance. Many times
they like exactly the same things, drive the same kind of cars, marry the
same kind of women, have the same kind of occupations. Maybe 75% of what
they do is governed by the genetic factors but not everything. There is
more to a human being's personality than his likes and dislikes. A human
being also has character. As the rabbis say, everything is foreseen except
the fear of heaven, that what you do with your talents is just as important
as your talents, themselves. How do you use them? For good or for evil?
Some of the most clever people that I have ever met are crooks, people

who use their good talents to deceive others. There is someone that I
know and maybe someone you also knew, who was recently arrested in Isreal
after stealing 6 million dollars from a bank. If he would have used all
his good talent in an honest way he would have become very successful.instead

of using these talents in a dishonest way.

It is important, our family, because our family teaches us how to use our
talents. It teaches us character. It shows us how we are to commit ourselves
to the ideals of honesty and integrity and loyalty and devotion. The family
is so vital in Judaism because of this. It is not just our genetic makeup

that counts although it used to be thought that genetic makeup counted

for very little, that in the nature and nurture argument, it was all nurture.
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This we know now to be false, but this does not mean that nurture does
not count either. The nurture teaches us how to be compassionate, how
to reach out, how to touch others. It is not just our talents or likes

ave, . .
and dislikes which =€ important. It is also our character. That, of course,

is what our family is supposed to teach us.

As a family we gather together for a seder to discuss this fact, that to

be a good Jew we need to have family. We need to be committed to our family.

I wonder, though, why when we read the Hagaddah, we read ;:e Hagaddah that

is based not upon verses in Exodus where we actually learn about our deliverance
from slavery, but, instead, we use as the basis of the Hagaddah four sentences
that are found in the Book of Deuteronomy. When the Jewish people used

to bring the first fruits to the Temple, they used to make the following
declaration. "ﬁﬁr wandering am&nﬂas my father, and he went down
to Egypt and sojourned there few in number, and he became there a nation

great and mighty in populace, and the Egyptians dealt ill with us and afflicted
us and laid upon us hard bondage, and we cried unto the Lord, the G-d of

our fathers, and the Lord heard our voice and saw our affliction and our

toil and our oppression and the Lord brought us forth out of Egypt with a
mighty hand and with an outstretched arm and with great terribleness and

with signs and with wonders, and He brought us unto this place and has given

' Today we no longer say

us this land, a land flowing with milk and honey.
He brought us unto this place which He has given us this land, a land flowing
with milk and honey. Since the destruction of Temple, of course, we have

not had the opportunity to bring the first fruits, but some rabbis hold that

eventually we will say that verse again.

The verse that we do say here starts with the fact that we went down to Egypt

and sojourned there few in number, etc., although in our Hagaddah we translate
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a wandering Armenian instead as an Armenian tried to destroy our father.
We learn about the whole Exodus experience from this declaration that a person
made when he brought first fruits.. Why don't we learn the Exodus experience
from the recital of the experience in Exodus, how G-d took us out of Egypt,
how He redeemed us, etc., and we do not quote directly about the plagues
and the bondage, etc., but we just use this statement. What's more, in the
Hagaddah we learn about the four sons. We also learn about how in the beginning
we were idol worshippers.. Why do we have to learn that in the beginning
we were idol worshippers? We say in the Hagaddah that, "Long, long ago our

X , e Bran 18 L.
forefathers wweo worshipped idols now our G-d and we worship Him." And we
say, "Then I increased his family by giving him a son, Isaac, and I gave

to Isaac two sons, Jacob and Esau, and Esau I gave Mount Sayer# and Jacob

. o .
and his sons went down to Egypt." Why do we have to learn this in the Hagaddah?

It seems to me that the answers to all these questions are found in what
is unique about the Pesach seder. We know that on Yom Kippur we invite everyone
Mesamed

into the shul, whether they are a Newhvwwn, whether they are an apostate

Jew, whether they are not circumcised, whether they even had informed on

the Jewish people to the authorities, but when it comes to Pesach we do not
Mesomk

invite any JgEifowa to our seder or any uncircumcised Jew or anybody who has

betrayed the Jewish people. We only invite those Jews who are still committed

to Judaism. All these other Jews could not eat from the Korban Pesach.

Today when we do not have a Korban Pesach we are not so strict, but, yet,

on Pesach we do not invite Jews who are not committed to Judaism. What's

more, if a Jew had not arranged to attend a seder by the time the Korban

Pesach was sacrificed from 12:00 on Erev Pesach we cannot invite him to the

seder. We can only invite a Jew to a seder before we brought the Korban

Pesach. What's more, if you were attending one seder and you got into a

fight and did not want to attend that seder, you could not go to another
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seder. What is the reason for this? The reason is that on Yom Kippur we

are interested in people searching and looking for the truth and we are encouraging
them to come back, but when it comes to Pesach we are not interested anymore
in searching for the truth and seeing whether or not Judaism is right or
wrong. We are interested in commitment, in seeing whether a person is willing
to commit himself to Jewish law and Jewish practice and Jewish life. That

is what the seder talks about: a commitment. You have to agree to commit
yourself to a group, to a people, to your G-d. It not enough just talking
now. You have to be committed. That is why, of course, we are gathered
together as families because what makes a Jew is commitment to his family,

to his G-d, to his people. Unless you are willing to be committed to your
G-d, your people, and your family then you cannot really celebrate Pesach

correctly.

That is the reason, too, why we learn about idol worshippers. What distinguishes
Jews from idol worshippers is their commitment, not their birth. It is not

the fact that Jews are born superior. We are born just like everybody else.

We are descended from Adam and Noah just like everybody else, but the difference
is that the Jewish people forddke paganism and became committed to G-d and

their family and their people. It is this commitment which is essential.

That is why we learn that Jacob continued this commitment but Esau did not
continue this commitment. Esau was a surface Jew. He showed respect to

his parents when he was home but outside he did what he wanted. He looked

for the goodwill and approbation of his gentile neighbors. He was not interested
in being a Jew outside the home, and, therefore, Esau went his way and Jacob

went his way. Esau was not a committed Jew. Why wasn't he a committed Jew?
Maybe because his father looked the other way and did not see to it that

he walked the straight and narrow when he was a boy, and maybe it was becaue

of his mother because his mother favored Jacob over Esau. Maybe his mother
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should have given more time to Esau, but, of course, the real reason is because
Esau chose to act the way he did, to be only a surface Jew, etirassiay—e
Veslumlas—conso—speek, not a Jew who is committed to Judaism throughout his
life, only to observe Jewish forms in honor of his parents but not because

he believed it or wanted it.

That is, of course, why we learn about the four sons at the seder, too, because
the four sons teach us that it is the parents responsibility to inculcate
into their children Judaism, that a wise son you have to answer his questions,
that a son who tries to rebel you should force him to learn about Jewish
practices and Jewish things. He has to go to Hebrew school, but a simple

son you have to teach him on his own level, and a person who does not know
how to ask you have to make it interesting for him so that he understands
Jewish practices and Jewish ways. It is important that we see Judaism in

all its aspects. Judaism is not just a bunch of ideas. John Dewey has said
before that people's ideas are formed by what they do. Therefore, it is
important to have a kosher home, to celebrate the holidays, to light candles.
We are influenced more by what we do than necessarily by what we think.

We tend to think what we do. Therefore, it is important that we provide

a home that has all these elements in it. That is, of course, why you are
here. You are here yourself because you are influenced by your family, by
the smell of Shabbos, by the light of the Shabbos candles, by the new clothes
you put on on yontif, by the melodies you heard for Rosh Hashonna and Yom
Kippur and Pesach. All these things molded and shaped us. That is also,
too, why the Hagaddah is based upon a statement in Deuteronomy rather than
Exodus because there it is a personal affirmatibn where a person identifies
completely with his people, with his G-d, with his family. 1In today's life,
unfortunately, there are many people who have given up their family.who feel

that everything is just for themselves to develop their talents. They call
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that growing. They say that if<Shey=heve to grow they have to give up their
family. Recently a woman came to me earning $16,000 with three small children.
Her husband earns $50,000 a year. She wants a divorce. Her husband does
not want it, but she wants a divorce because she says she has outgrown her
husband. How is she going to support her three children on $16,000 a year?
That is the modern feeling. The modern feeling is no longer to be committed

to commited to a family, to a people, to a G-d, but that is exactly what

Judaism is about.

I am reminded of the story they tell about Branya who was married to a famous
rabbi in Poland. They lived in Germany for many years, but when Hitler came
to power they went back to Poland where they were born. They had two small
boys, Tzvi and Yitzchak. They were separated during the war. He was stuck
in Tarno and she was in Brochnia. When the Tarno ghettos started to be liquidated
she hired a Polish peasant to walk along the railroad tracks from Tarno to
Belzf%rhoping that maybe she could find some of her relatives. When the
train was speeding from Tarno to Belzig, that infamous camp where over a
million Jews were killed, her husband desperately broke open a bar of the
cattle car and threw their son, Tzvi, out of the moving train. He landed

on a bush, bleeding and bruised and hurt but alive. The Polish peasant found
him and brought him back to Brochnia where Branya was. She nursed her son
back to health, but then she had another serious problem. She had two nieces,
Leah and Brasha, who were the only survivors of her brother's seven children.
Her brother and sister-in-law had been killed. She wanted to save her nieces
desperately, but how could she do it? She did not have papers for them.
Anybody who was a stateless person in the ghetto was immediately killed,

and not only were they killed but anybody who gave them refuge was killed.

She hid them in a corner of a room with other refugees, but when the actions

became more frequent, when the Nazis kept coming to take more and more Jews




